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Even those whose mission is to brighten our
existence frequently offer us only a soul tinged
with the emanations of the universal sorrow, which
in spite of or against their wishes filters into it
with their personal vexations or with the deceptions
that escape from most of the moral or intellec-
tual systems.

As a grain of sand is sufficient to warp our
mental machinery, a misinterpretation of a moral
problem also suffices to overthrow for ever the
serenity of our souls. An incorrect conception of
death or of the future life has doubtless disturbed
our inward peace far more than the most essen-
tial conditions of our daily life. Thus it happens
that even the .gayest writers are often a prey to
dismal melancholy.

The case of Mark Twain, one of the greatest
humourists of our times, is very typical in this re-
spect. In his little book What is Man?, published
under the screen of anonymity and distributed
among his friends, Twain reveals the sufferings
caused by his " determinist" faith. The idea that
we are only mere instruments fashioned by cir-
cumstances which deprive us for that very reason
of all merit, all originality, and leave us merely
the humiliation cf being simply machines upon
which we cannot even exercise any control,